
Native Plants 

 for  

Landscaping 

In Western NC 

 

The following species are listed by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture as having 
been have been recorded in the wild in 
Buncombe or surrounding counties. As 
this source is very conservative, this list 
is undoubtedly not complete. Suggested 
additions may be sent to Dr. Arthur C. 
Hulse (achulse@frontier.com).  

SHADE PERENNIALS 

Amianthium muscitoxicum                       Fly Poison 

Asarum canadense     Canadian Wild Ginger 

Astilbe biternata             False Goatsbeard 

Cardamine concatenata           Cutleaf Toothwort 

Delphinium tricorne               Dwarf Larkspur 

Erythronium americanum      American Trout-Lily 

Galax urceolata                               Galax 

Gentiana clausa                 Bottle Gentian 

Geranium maculatum            Spotted Geranium 

Hepatica nobilis          Sharplobe Hepatica 

Heuchera americana                         Coralbells 

Hexastylis arifolia              Little Brown Jug 

Hexastylis shuttleworthii     Large Flower Heartleaf 

Iris cristata            Dwarf-Crested Iris 

Maianthemum racemosum          Solomon’s Plume 

Mitchella repens                  Patridge Berry 

Pachysandra procumbens           Allegheny Spurge 

Pedicularis canadensis                   Wood Betony 

Physostegia virginiana                 Obedient Plant 

Polygonatum biflorum        Sm. Solomon’s Seal 

Salvia azurea               Azure Blue Sage 

Sanguinaria canadensis                      Bloodroot 

Shortia galacifolia                    Oconee Bells 

Spigelia marilandica                      Indian Pink 

Tiarella cordifolia                    Foam Flower 

Trillium catesbaei        Bashful Wakerobin 

T. cuneatum          Little Sweet Betsy 

T. discolor         Mottled Wakerobin 

T. erectus                   Red Trillium 

T. flexipes       Nodding Wakerobin 

T. grandiflorum                White Trillium 

T. luteum         Yellow Wakerobin 

T. undulatum              Painted Trillium 

 

 

GRASSES 

Andropogon gerardii                       Big Bluestem 

Andropogon glomeratus                   Bushy Bluestem 

Andropogon ternarius           Split-beard Bluestem 

Arundinaria gigantea                          Giant Cane 

Chasmanthium latifolium              Indian Wood Oats 

Eragrostis spectabilis              Purple Love Grass 

Muhlenbergia capillaris                      Muhly Grass  

Panicum virgatum                       Switch Grass 

Saccharum giganteum              Giant Plume Grass 

Schizachyrium scoparium                  Little Bluestem 

Scirpus cyperinus                          Wool Grass 

Sorgastrum nutans           Yellow Indian Grass 

Tridens flavus               Purple-top Tridens 

Tripsacum dactyloides              Eastern Gamagrass 

 

 

Aquatic and Wetland Plants 

Acorus calamus                           Sweet Flag 

Caltha palustris                  Marsh Marigold 

Equisetum hyemale                             Horsetail 

Nymphaea odorata       Amer. White Waterlily 

Orontium aquaticum                       Golden Club 

Peltandra virginica                       Arrow Arum 

Pontederia cordata                    Pickerel Weed 

Sagittaria latifolia                          Arrowhead 

Sarracenia purpurea            Purple Pitcher Plant 

Scirpus cyperinus                         Wool Grass 

Typha latifolia               Broad-leaf Cat-tail 

 



TREES  

Aesculus flava                         Yellow Buckeye 

Amelanchier arborea                 Downy Serviceberry 

Amelanchier laevis            Allegheny Serviceberry 

Amelanchier sanguinea                  Red-twig Serviceberry 

Aralia spinosa               Devil’s Walking Stick 

Asiminia triloba          Pawpaw 

Celtis occidentalis    Common Hackberry 

Cercis canadensis         Red Bud 

Chionanthus virginicus     Fringe Tree 

Cornus alternifolia          Alternate Leaf Dogwood 

Cornus amomum            Silky Dogwood 

Cornus florida    Flowering Dogwood 

Crataegus phaenopyrum              Washington Hawthorn 

Frangula caroliniana     Carolina Buckthorn 

Halesia tetraptera      Carolina Silverbell 

Juniperus virginiana       Eastern Red Cedar 

Morus rubra               Red Mulberry 

Ptelea trifoliata         Common Hoptree 

Rhus copallinum           Flameleaf Sumac 

Rhus glabra              Smooth Sumac 

Rhus typhina            Staghorn Sumac 

 

SHRUBS 

Calycanthus floridus     Eastern Sweetshrub 

Callicarpa americana                Beauty Berry 

Ceanothus americanus            New Jersey Tea 

Cephalanthus occidentalis                 Button Bush 

Clethra acuminata               Mountain Pepperbush 

Eubotrys recurva                  Mountain Fetterbush 

Euonymus americanus       Hearts-A-Bursting 

Fothergilla major                   Witchalder 

Hamamelis virginiana                   Witchhazel 

Hydrangea quercifolia      Oakleaf Hydrangea 

Hypericum densiflorum                 Bushy St. Johnswort 

Hypericum prolificum              Shrubby St. Johnswort 

Hypericum punctatum               Spotted St. Johnswort 

Ilex opaca            American Holly 

Itea virginica                         Virginia Sweetspire 

Kalmia latifolia                 Mountain Laurel 

Leucothoe fontanesiana          Doghobble 

Leucothoe racemosa            Swamp Fetterbush 

Lindera benzoin               Spicebush 

Photinia (Aronia) pyrifolia         Chokeberry 

Physocarpus opulifolius           Common Ninebark 

Rhododendron arborescens                   Sweet Azalea 

R. calendulaceum                     Flame Azalea 

R. cumberlandense          Cumberland Azalea 

R. periclymenoides                    Pinxterbloom 

R. viscosum                    Swamp Azalea 

Rhododendron catawbiense            Catawba Rosebay 

Rhododendron maximum        Great Laurel 

Sambucus nigra               Black Elderberry 

S. racemosa                    Red Elderberry 

Spiraea tomentosa         Steeplebush 

Vaccinium corymbosum         Highbush Blueberry 

Viburnum acerifolium        Mapleleaf Viburnum 

Viburnum lantanoides                   Witch Hobble 

Viburnum nudum             Viburnum 

 

VINES 

Apios americana            Groundnut 

Aristolochia macrophylla              Pipevine 

Bignonia capreolata            Crossvine 

Campsis radicans               Trumpet Creeper 

Clematis virginiana                 Virgin’s Bower 

Clematis virona              Vase Vine 

Lonicera diocia          Limber Honeysuckle 

Lonicera sempervirens       Trumpet Honeysuckle 

Passiflora incarnata              Maypops 

 

*PERENNIALS – SUN 

Amsonia tabernaemontana             Eastern Blue Star 

Anemone virginiana             Tall Thimbleweed 

Aruncus dioicus          Goats Beard 

Asclepias syriaca            Common Milkweed 

Asclepias tuberosa                 Butterfly Weed 

Baptisia alba             White Wild Indigo 

Baptisia australis              Wild Blue Indigo 

Chelone obliqua               Red or Purple Turtlehead 

Chrysogonum virginianum  var. australe 

    Green and Gold 

Chrysopsis mariana    Maryland Golden Aster 

Claytonia virginica     Spring Beauty 

Coreopsis sp               Tickseed 

Dicentra eximia     Fringed Bleeding Heart 

Dodecatheon meadia      Shooting Star 

Echinacea purpurea           Purple Coneflower 

Eupatorium purpureum      Joe Pye Weed 

Filipendula rubra        Queen-of-the-Prairie 

Hypoxis hirsuta         Common Goldenstar 

Liatris spicata            Dense Blazing Star 

Lilium canadense          Canada Lily 

Lilium superbum     Turks-cap Lily 

Lobelia cardinalis  Cardinal Flower 

Lobelia siphilitica          Giant Blue Lobelia 

Monarda didyma             Bee-balm 

Oenothera fruticosa             Sundrops 

Penstemon digitalis     Foxglove Beardtongue 

Phlox paniculata            Fall Phlox 

Phlox stolonifera    Creeping Phlox 

Phlox subulata         Moss Phlox 

Rudbeckia fulgida          Orange Coneflower 

Rudbeckia hirta              Black-eyed Susan 

Rudbeckia laciniata          Cutleaf Coneflower 

Rudbeckia triloba            Brown-eyed Susan 

Salvia lyrata       Lyreleaf Sage 

Scutellaria incana              Downy Skullcap 

Senna marilandica          Wild Senna 

Sisyrinchium angustifolium Blue-eyed Grass 

Symphyotrichum lateriflorum       Calico Aster 

Thermopsis villosa  Carolina Lupine 

Vernonia noveboracensis         New York Ironweed 

Veronicastrum virginianum     Culver’s Root 

       *many of these will do well in part shade 


